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Greetingssistersandbrothersof NeshanidJMC!

Let mestartoff by sayingthatit is anhonorandprivilegeto havethe opportunityto walk alongsideall of
youin faith. Thepeoplel havehadthe pleasureof meetingherearecharacterizethy vibrant, beautifulfaiths
whichis nothingshortof a gift andblessing.l havebeenin manychurchesvheretha hasnot beenthe case For
thoseof youwho | havenot yethadthe pleasureof meeting,| cannotwait for thatday! Justin caseyou have
troublepicking me out of the crowd, 1Gm the largemanwith tattooswho will likely beaccompaniedy my
beautifulwife Amy (who is way out of my league)andmy adorabldittle boy, Boston(who getsall his good
looksfrom his mother).

All thatbeingsaid,l would like to takethis opportunityto sharesomedeep,dark,well-keptsecretabout
myself. First,| amanavid, unashamediewer of fichick-flicks.0 | amasuckerfor asappy predictabldove story.
And attheend,whenthetwo peopleendup togetheragainstall odds,l mightjustshedatear.Or if thereis some
majorplot twist wheretheydon'tendup together] mightjustweep.Haveno doubt,| amamajor weeper. Dond
let the beardandtattoosfool you; IGm nothingbut a big softy.

Second] assumehemajority of you haveseerthe Patrick Swayzemovie Dirty Dancing? | promisethis
will makesenseAnd if anyof you haverd, we aregoingto be holdinga prayer serviceafterworshipin the
comingweekswhereyou canrepentof your sin andthe congregatiorcanprayoveryou. Anyhow, at the endof
themovie, PatrickSwayzeandhis dancepartner JenniferGrey, performthefiBig Moved whereJenniferrunsand
jumps andPatricklifts heroverhis headin perfectform. | haveexplainedall this becausé is Amy andI& dream
to beableto performthe big movewith the sameperfecttechnique And yes,at everyweddingwe areinvited to,
wetry to doit attherecepton andalwaysendup makingfools out of ourselvesEventuallypeoplearegoingto
catchon andstopinviting usaltogether.

Lastly, donutsaremy passionTherd&s somethingoeautifulaboutthe creamyglaze the smoothfrosting,
rich custardor jelly fil ling. Thesearenotjust pastriesthisis God speakingo usthroughfood. ThoughAmy likes
to denyit, | believewe namedour sonBostonbecauseave subconsciousliove BostonCremedonutssomuch.So
if anyoneis looking to bribe mefor somereasonabox of Dunkind Donutsmight just swaymein theright
direction.

Sothereyou haveit; someof my deepestdarkestsecretsl hopeyou all feellike you know meallittle
betternow. And | hopeto getto know you all betteraswell! If anyof youwould lik e to talk or desireprayeror
pastoralcareandcounselingpleasedon'thesitateo reachout to mevia text/call or email. My office hoursare
Fridaymorningsfrom 9:00AM-12:00PM,but | amalsoavailableby appointmentl look forwardto worshipping
with you all andcontinuingto walk alongsideyou all in faith!

In Christ,
Pastord.T.
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David and the Threshing Floor Submitted by Alec Schibanoff

There were four significant events in David's life that occurre
near a threshing floor. Let's begin my taking a look at what a
threshing floor is, and what happens there. It iard fioori
often made from storiewhere wheat buds are separated frorr
the chaff. A larger farm had a threshing floor of its own, while
smdler farms used a community threshing floor. Threshing
floors were a common sight in Biblical times, and everyone
understood what a threshing floor was and its purpose.

Sheaves of wheat were brought in from the fields (Remembe
the hymn, fABheagyesago)nantew
humans or animals, then a threshing fork or winnowing fork \
used to toss the brokeap pieces into the air. The wind would
blow away the lighter chaff which was the waste product and
had no usé leaving the heaver whegrains that would fall
back to the threshing floor. The wheat grains would then be
crushed to make flour, the primary ingredient for bread.

Threshing floors still exist in thirgdvorld countries, and they existed in thdustrialized nations until less than 200 yea
ago when they were replaced by the threshing machine, which was in turn replaced by the combine harvester le
century ago.

1 Samuel 23:12 David Liberates Keilah from the Philistines

The Philistires were the terrorists of their time, and they were terrorizing the town of Keilah. They would wait until
wheat had been harvested and thraghedessence, once all the hard work had been tamel then steal the grain fror
the town's threshing fleoDavid had to decide if he should gather his men, liberate Keilah, kick out the Philistines,
save the people's cash crop. David prayed about it, and the LORD promised him a victory. David and his men wi
successful in battle. They not only slaughtethe Philistines, they also took the Philistines' cattle, picking up some ¢
from the battle.

David learns that King Saul (David has been chosen as the next King of Israel, but Saul was still King and was o
away with David) is on his way téeilah to trap and most likely kill David. David again goes to the LORD in prayer,
the LORD tells him that not only will Saul come to Keilah, but the leaders of Kieilada town that David just liberated
from the Philistine$ will betray him and back a u | . As someone once said, i Nc

The lesson: When David went to the LORD in prayer, he was successful. How many of us go to the LORD in pre
before making a major decision?

2 Samuel 6:111 - David Tries to Move the Ark to Jerusalem

It is a few years later, and David is now King. He decides to bring the Ark Qfabenanithe chest that holds the Ten
Commandments, Aaron's staff and manna from the Israelites 40 years in the wilderness, and that was made farr
first Indiana Jones movie), the most sacred relic of the Jewish people, to the capital city of Jerusalem.

While this is a noble venture, David did NOT prayer about it. Nor did he consult the priests or the Torah to deterr
what the rules were for moving thek. It is loaded on a cart (the Ark is to be carried by priests), and when they pas
the threshing floor of Nacon, the oxen pulling the card stumble. Uzzah, a righteous anmzaretg young man,
reaches out to steady the Ark, and the LORD strikedeimal! Uzzah had violated the Law of Moses by touching the
Ark.

The lesson: David's hastiness led to the death of an innocent man. David had not gone to the LORD in prayer al
very critical decision and mission, but had relied on his human judgment.




David and the Threshing Floorécontinued

2 Samuel 24: 1617 - David Faces Consequences for His Sins

David had disobeyed God by taking a census, and the prophet Gad presents three options to David as punishme
years of famine, three months of fleeing from his enemies, or a sever plague. David chooses the plague, and 70,
die. As the plage nears Jerusalem, the LORD relents, and spares the people of the city. An angel of the LORD ap
the threshing floor of Araunah, and David tells the angel that he has realized that it was he who should have beer
punished, not the people of Isragidehe asks that the LORD's anger be against David and his family.

The lesson: When there is sin, there is punishment, but there is also forgiveness. And each of us is personally re:
for our transgressions.

2 Samuel 24:185 - David Builds anAltar

The prophet Gad instructs David to build an altar to the LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah where David saw
spoke to the angel. David responds immediately, and travels out to Araunah's farm and asks if he can buy the thr
floor and buitl an altar that will stop the plague. Araunah very graciously offers to give David the threshing floor al
with oxen to be slaughtered and used for burnt off
LORD my God thahascostme not hi ng. 6 I n what is the first reco
paying Araunah fifty pieces of silver for the threshing floor and oXdre alter is built, the sacrifices are made, and the
plague stops.

It is believed that the thshing floor of Araunah is where Abraham nearly sacrificed his son, Isaac, in an act of obet
to the LORD. It is also where Solomon, David's son and heir, built the Temple, and where Jesus preached.

The lesson: What we offer to the LORD must haveeal

Therefore, let everyone
who is godly pray to You
in a time when You may
be found- Psalm 32:6

News from Ms. Sue

Childrends Garden of

As many of you know Ms. Sue has closed the weekly preschool program. At this time she and Ms.
Ruthann are trying to launch a small program this fall that would educate the "caregiver" as well as the
child. Their interactive curriculum would allow them to highlight the educational process and theory

behi nd the pre -school experience. They are uncertain as to exact start date, but they hope to have
something in place by mid September. This should help determine the need and success of such a
program to start again in January.

If you know of someone who might benefit from such a program, please have them contact Ms. Sue at:
ms_sues_mail@yahoo.com _ or 908 -296 -3732.
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Please help | SOMERSET COUNTY, NJ

by donating Please sign

cases of _ - up for a
sodag shift to help

name ' ) out at the

brands only e August 10, 11, 12 fair

Free Family Fun - Since 1948, thousands of visitors have enjoyed the Somerset County 4 -H Fair. The fair has
grown and changed, but there are still no admission or parking fees, no midway or carnival rides. This fair
recognizes the accomplishments of 1,000 Somerset County 4 -H members and is a showcase for visitors to see a
wide variety of 4 -H projects in action.

Maps and schedules of daily events such as dog, horse, and livestock shows are available in the information
tent. Twirling, go karts, rockets, magic, model airplanes, R.C. cars, model trains, and other 4 -H clubs compete
and perform. The Arts Tent, Science Tent, and Prep Tent (for the youngest 4  -H'ers) are packed with exhibits,
activities for visitors, demonstrations, and performances. Ten other 4  -H tents house a variety of animals
including dairy cows, beef, alpaca, horses, dogs, herpetology, sheep, goats, poultry, rabbits, and small animals.
Most animal tents have a petting area and information about how to join 4 -H.

From: http://somerset.njaes.rutgers.edu/4hfair/

Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, tendehearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ has also forgiven yi

SamaritanHomeless Interim Program

A
» ) &
Iﬁ' 87 East High Street
N /] Somerville, New Jersey 08876
908 -393 -9545
QU et e e R

SHIP is a faith based, interfaith and community
funded, assisted and supported, grassroots
organization that has been serving the community
since 1984.

SHIPoffers many diférent programs in the communityemergencyhousing, substance abuse counseling,-hamger
programs, outreachand medicahssistance through the generous contribution of others.

Our church has been working with SHIP for mgasrs. We would like to say THANK YOU to everyone who has
provided meals and/or helped out at the summer picnics. In addition, our church also provides financial assista
every month through your tithes and offerings

An easy way anyone can help is to makEATING UTENSIL KIPRACE ONE HEAVY DUTY KNIFE, FORK, SPO(
A NAPKIN IN A ZIP LOCK BASHIIP islways in need of these package¥.ou can make as many as you please.
These packs are given to those receivimgals at Ship's Galley (a soup kitchen), SHIP's Mobile Soup Kitchen anc
SHIP's Holiday Meals programs.

If you would like to get involved with providing meals or helping out at the summer picnics, please contact Johr
for more information.
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The year | turned 18 was an incredible year in my life and | can tell you that it wasn't because |
graduated high school. Some people think that their adult lives begin when high school ends but not
me. That year was incredible to me because that was  the year my nephew was born. When a baby is
born in any family, pretty much everyone wants to hold the newborn. Not me. | was terrified. I'm a big
guy. It's a fact. | was scared to death that if | held my nephew that | would, qui te literally, squish him.
For over a month | avoided holding him. Finally, my sister Sarah, in her bubbly and blunt way, said to
me, with finality, "You're holding your nephew." | remember holding him for the first time vividly. My
heart was pounding in my chest so hard, | could hear it in my ears. | shut my eyes for the first 30
seconds. When | opened my eyes, | saw the little human | was holding. He was slightly larger than my
hand; he was that small to me. As | looked at him, | fell instantly in love with being an uncle. | also
discovered, in that moment, what gentleness means. Gentleness in action is a peaceful kind of love. It
is kindness in not just words but physical action. Gentleness is setting aside your ego and, with
heartfelt forbearance, encountering other people. In society, gentleness is seen as weakness. In the
moment | held my ne phew, | discovered, the soft strength of gentleness. When the whole world is
telling you to react with quick, harsh  judgment ; take a moment and choose the strength of gentleness.
(Philippians 4:5, Galatians 5:22 -23 & James 3:17)

By Andrew Moser

Jeremiah 24:7 | will give them a heart to kno
that | am thed.ORD; and they shall be my peop

and | will be their God, for they shall return to I .
me with their whole heart. t S never tOO

Psalm 57:1a Bemerciful to me, 1ate tO make a

O God. benerciful to me

Revelation 3:20 | will give them a heart to fre Sh Start

know that | am th& ORD; and they shall be my

people and I will be their God, for they shall .
return to me with their whole heart. Wlth GOd .

A woman | met years ago found herself in a very bad place. She had been in an accident, and as a reg
was now forced to get around in a wheelchair. To make matters worséyaherned her back on God. Sh
was angry. She was frustrated. Shendidt want t oBetause & heaangemfamilyand friends
were starting to reject her. Therms started to take her anger out on me.

As we spoke, she came to the understanding that only God could help her. But why would he help her
waswotthy of His Love.or so she thought. As
her; as a matter of fact, she was forgiven. She just had to turn back to Him. Yet, she was scared. She
she needed Him, but she still doubted His Lfmreher. She could not handle any further rejection.

|l am happy to tell you that she gathered up
father, God IMMEDIATELY comforted her. She was united back with Him, and today she isnuealgadf
the wheelchair.

Psalmb1:7- The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, QoGwd| not despise
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Some submissions from Lorraine Barnett: ) )
A man lives in a

: house with 4 wall s.
| just went to the grocery Each wall has a

store to buy milk and it only et 2y window with a
cost me $ 125.00 1) southern exposure.

Times have sure changed A bear walks by
100 years ago: S What color is the
A half gall of milk was $0.18 Caesme bear?

A dozen eggs was $0.27 CNTER
A pound of bacon was $0.29 (answer below)
A pound of butter was $0.37

A pound of round steak was $0.25

Get stepping! Unscramble the following lett

The average person walks reveal this @&January 6 word:
around the world the

equivalent of two times in sen | g | n b n

his or her lifetime.

(7 Fate or
b coincidence?
Astronaut Buzz

Al d rmontdhse
maiden name was

Moon!

Word scramble answerBeginningS Flower Trivia:

Sunflowers can clean radiation. After
What color is the bear: The only place the_Ch_emObyl nuclear disaster in the
each window could have a southern Ukraine in 1986, sunflowerswere usedto
exposure is the North Pole . Therefore remove radioactive contaminationfrom

the bear is a white polar bear the nearby water.

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the Forwhois  God, but
messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, the LORD? And who is
. a Rock , exceptour  God ?
who announces salvati on, wWho s a )
) . I 2 Samuel 22:32
rei gnolsaimh 52:7




The Atheist and the Bear

An atheist was taking a walk

t (0]
ri ver s Wh a t beauti f ul hinsalfi mal s

rough the woods
0 he said to

As he continued walking alongside the river he heard a rustling in the bushes. Turning to

look, he saw a 7 -foot grizzly charging towards him.

He ran as fast as he could up the path. Looking over his shoulder he saw that the bear

was closing in  on him. His heart was pumping frantically and he tried to run even faster.

He tripped and fell on the ground. He rolled over to pick himself up but saw the bear

raising his paw to take a swipe at him. At th
God!.. . 0

Time stopped. The bear froze. The forest was silent.

It was then that a bright light shone upon the man and a Voice came out of the sky

saying: AYou deny My existence for all of the
even credit creation to a cosmic accident. Do you expect Me to help you out of this
predi cament ? Am | to count you as a believer?

The atheist looked directly into the light.
Al't would be hypocritical
ask You to treat me as a Christian now, but
perhaps, coul d you make the b

AVery well , 0 said the Voi
out, and the sounds of the forest resumed.
And then the bear lowered his paw, bowed p
his head and s pbiessthisfoddL ORI
which | am about to receive and for whic h
Il am truly thankful, Amen. v

Thanks to Pam Vashaw (5ee Psalm 148:7)

HE'S JOINING THE BELL CHOIR UNTIL WE
SEE MORE VOLUNTEERS

HHEKERT

Herman catches a lucky break
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Overnight Blueberry

French Toast Casserole

Ingredients

1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese,
softened

1 cup confectioners' sugar

2 tablespoons milk

1 tablespoon vanilla extract, divided
2 cups blueberries, divided

2 loaves French bread, cubed
2 cups milk

8 eggs

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg

Directions

minutes.

. Mix cream cheese, confectioners' sugar, 2 tablespoon milk, and 1 teaspoon vanilla extract in a bow! until
smooth and creamy; fold in 1 cup blueberries.

. Cover the bottom of a 10x14-inch baking dish with 1 layer bread cubes. Spread cream cheese mixture over
bread layer; top with remaining bread cubes.

. Whisk 2 cups milk, eggs, 2 teaspoons vanilla extract, cinnamon, and nutmeg together in a large bowl; pour
over bread mixture. Sprinkle 1 cup blueberries over bread-egg mixture. Cover dish tightly with aluminum foil
and refrigerate, 8 hours to overnight. Remove from refrigerator 30 to 60 minutes before baking.

. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F (190 degrees C).

. Bake in the preheated oven for 45 minutes. Remove foil and continue baking until center is set, about 30

Credit AIIrecipes.coml
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